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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Newly submitted claim 14 is directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: Claim 14 is 
merely claim 11 rewritten in independent form. As claim 11 was withdrawn from 
consideration, and newly added claim 14 does not contain any additional limitations 
directed to the elected species, it is not considered to be a "linking claim" as asserted in 
the Applicant's response to the previous Office Action. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claim 14 is withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1 .142(b) and MPEP § 821 .03. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 1-10 and 14 are currently pending. Claims 1 and 1 1 are currently 
amended. Claim 14 is newly added. Claim 14 has been withdrawn by the Examiner for 
the reasons stated above. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 9, filed 17 February 2009, with respect to 
drawings and abstract have been fully considered and are persuasive. The objection of 
the drawings and the abstract has been withdrawn. 

4. Regarding newly added Claim 14, the claim does not contain any additional 
limitations directed to the elected species, and is not considered to be a linking claim. 
Claim 14 appears to be Claim 11 written in independent form, including the limitations of 
Claim 1, and as such, is directed to a non-elected invention. Accordingly, Claim 14 has 
been withdrawn from consideration. (See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP 821.03, as well 
as the remarks made supra In the "Election/Restrictions" section.) 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1 -1 0 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
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Miyazaki et al., Pub. No. US 2002/0122666 (Miyazaki). 

8. Regarding Claim 1 , Miyazaki teaches an imaging apparatus (Fig. 2) comprising: 

- an exterior case (Fig. 2) to which a lens device is attached (Fig. 2, [2]); 

- a base plate supported in the vicinity of an objective lens of said lens device; 

- a flashlight device (Fig. 2, [9]) pivotally connected to the base plate and 
capable of moving between a pop-up position and a storage position through 
a turning arm (Fig 3, [24]); 

- spring means (Fig. 3, [29]) that makes said flashlight device pop up to be 
urged to said pop-up position (p. 3, ^ [0039]), the spring means in contact 
with the base plate and the flashlight device (p. 3, 1[ [0039]; Fig. 3, [29a/b]); 
holding means (Fig. 3, [13]) for holding said flashlight device in said storage 
position, the holding means fixedly connected to the base plate and 
releasably connected to the flashlight device in the storage position (p. 3, 1[ 
[0043]); 

- wherein a light emitting portion faces the front of a subject in the pop-up 
position (Fig. 3, [44]). 
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Miyazaki does not specifically teach that the pop-up angle of the flash device is set at 
20 degrees or less. Miyazaki does teach that the pop-up angle is set at a small 
inclination, for example, 35° (p. 3, If [0038]). It would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have set the pop-up 
angle at an appropriately small inclination, such as 20° or less, for the purpose of 
directing the majority of the light emitted by the device at the subject to be 
photographed. Further, it has been held that changing relative dimensions is not novel 
in the case where the device would not perform differently than the prior art. (See MPEP 
2144.04 IV. A.) 

9. Regarding Claim 2, Miyazaki teaches the salient features of the invention as 

claimed above. Miyazaki further teaches said flashlight device is disposed in the upper 
direction of said holding means (Fig. 3) and adjacently in the vicinity of said objective 
lens (Fig. 2). 

1 0. Regarding Claim 3, Miyazaki teaches the 
salient features of the invention as claimed above. 
Miyazaki further teaches said flashlight device 
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includes a reflecting mirror (Fig. 3, [42]) in which a light source (Fig. 3, [43]) is loaded; 
said reflecting mirror has a pair of first reflecting surfaces which are made of part of a 
cylindrical curved surface and which are opposed to each other and a second reflecting 
surface which is continuous with said pair of first reflecting surfaces and in which a light 
source is stored (shown on Fig. 3, [23]); and a continuous portion, where said pair of 
first reflecting surfaces and said second reflecting surface continue, is set at a position 
on the opening portion side of the pair of first reflecting surfaces, which is displaced 
from the central portion of said stored light source (shown on Fig. 3). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 4, Miyazaki teaches the salient features of the invention as 
claimed above. Miyazaki further teaches said second reflecting surface includes: a 
cylinder-like cylindrical surface portion obtained by making the central portion of said 
light source be the center of a curvature radius (shown in Fig. 3); a pair of parallel plane 
portions which are provided in part of said cylindrical surface portion and which are 
expanded in approximately parallel with a central surface that makes said pair of first 
reflecting surfaces symmetrical (shown on Fig. 3); and a pair of inclined plane portions 
that are provided in part of said cylindrical surface portion and are extended in the 
tangent line direction from a first intersecting portion, at which an extended line of the 
line connecting said continuous portion to said central portion intersects said cylindrical 
surface portion, to a second intersecting portion at which the pair of inclined plane 
portions intersect said parallel plane portions (shown on Fig. 3). 

1 2. Regarding Claims 4-1 0, Miyazaki teaches the salient features of the invention as 
claimed above. Miyazaki does not necessarily teach the specifics of the flash holder in 
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terms of the structural elements required to achieve such a shape, Miyazaki does teach 
that an elliptical shaped holder and flash device is known in the art and not novel. It 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have utilized the shape of the holder taught by Miyazaki to house 
the flash light source for the purpose of achieving specific reflecting angles without 
increasing the size of the apparatus. Further, it has been held that changing relative 
dimensions is not novel in the case where the device would not perform differently than 
the prior art. (See MPEP 2144.04 IV. A.) 

Conclusion 

1 3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AUTUMN PARKER whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3916. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs, 8:00 am - 5:00 
pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on (571) 272-2210. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher E Mahoney/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2862 

AP 

1 1 May 2009 



